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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) IZI The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 26 March 2004 is/are: a)^| accepted or b)\^2 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. A computer program product must be stored on a computer readable 
medium in order to be functionally and mechanically related to a computer. Only when 
functionally and mechanically related can a program be considered statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Riordan (EP 
1 227 386; provided by applicant). 

5. In regards to claim 1, Riordan discloses a computer terminal (figure 1) comprising: a 
receiving means for receiving a program (fig. 1 element 10); a storage means for storing 
correspondingly a program and provider identification of the program (fig. 1.8 and 12); an 
executing means for executing the program, the program being stored in said storage means, and 
said storage means storing at least first and second programs (fig. 1.6); a determining means for 
determining whether the provider identifications of the first program and the second program 
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that are stored in said storage means are the same, the determination being carried out in 
response to a request for allowing use of data with the second program, the data being associated 
with the first program, and the data being able to be used with the first program (Paragraph 52 
and fig. 2); and a permitting means for permitting use of the data with the first program if said 
determining means determines that the provider identifications are the same (paragraph 52). 

6. In regards to claim 2, Riordan discloses the computer terminal of claim 1, further 
comprising: a input device for use by a user (fig. 1.14); and a requesting means for requesting a 
user's permission to use the data with the second program, wherein upon receipt of permission 
via said input device, said permitting means permits the use of data with the second program, if 
said determining means determines the provider identifications of the two programs are the same 
(fig. 4 element 40 is an access database, which stores permissions for each program. The list 
must be populated based upon permissions given by the user.). 

7. In regards to claim 3, Riordan discloses the computer terminal of claim 1, further 
comprising: a input device used by a user (fig. 1.14); and a setting means for setting, on the basis 
of the instruction input via said input device, the permission to use the data with the second 
program, wherein if the permission is set by said setting means and said determining means 
determines that the provider identifications are the same, said permitting means permits use of 
the data with the second program (fig. 4 element 40 is an access database, which stores 
permissions for each program. The list must be populated based upon permissions given by the 
user.). 

8. Claim 5 is rejected upon the same grounds as claim 1, because Riordan discloses a 
computer program in paragraph 24. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Riordan (EP 1 227 
386; provided by applicant) in view of known prior art. 

11. In regards to claim 4, Riordan discloses the computer terminal of claim 1 , but not 
wherein the provider identification includes a communication address of a communication 
device which transmits the program. 

12. It is known in the art to use the source address to help identify the provider because the 
source address is unique. Additionally, paragraph 32 provides for an additional program specific 
identifier, which helps ensure programs from the same developer trust one another. Programs 
from the same developer would come from the same source address, so paragraph 32 seems to 
provide support for including the source address in the identifier. 

13. Official Notice is taken that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to include the source address in the identification key because the 
source address is unique and thus helps to exclude unauthorized users. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KERRI M. ROSE whose telephone number is (571) 272-0542. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung MOE can be reached on (571) 272-73 14. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Kerri M Rose/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2616 

/Aung S. Moe/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2616 



